


What will today’s four-year-olds need for skills when they enter the workforce? We 

have no idea – because the world is changing so rapidly that we can’t even begin to 

imagine what it will look like!

But the one thing we can be sure they’ll need is the ability to solve problems –

because there’ll always be plenty of those. And, as the world becomes more complex, 

so too will the problems.

Still, our schools, with their emphasis on rote memorization and filling in bubbles isn’t 

exactly preparing kids for tomorrow’s world. Heck, they’re barely preparing them for 

today’s! 

But you can give them a great start by fostering their critical- and creative-thinking 

skills…and you can do that by using as much divergent problem solving – in as many 

different areas of the curriculum – as you can.  



In other words, you’ll present the children with challenges that have more than one 

possible response. This allows all the children to respond at whatever level they’re 

capable, offering plenty of opportunity for success. It also helps children think outside 

the bubble – and to realize there isn’t always going to be just “one right answer” to 

every question or problem!

Here’s an example of how diverse responses can be. If you’ve asked the children to 

balance on two body parts, one child, who doesn’t feel especially confident, might 

simply stand on his two feet. Another might balance on two knees, and still another –

who may be enrolled in a gymnastics program – might perform a handstand. But 

there are also many other possibilities for balancing on two body parts: a knee and an 

elbow, a hand and a foot, a knee and the top of the head, or two cheeks!

If you’re working on geometry, and you ask the children to show you a triangle, for 

example, some might use the whole body to demonstrate it, while others use just their 

arms, their legs, or their fingers!

Following are some other examples of divergent problem solving, from different 

content areas.



Keep in mind that both are active listening experiences, too, which also places them 

under emergent literacy, and how many is a quantitative concept, so these activities 

fall under the content area of math as well. And, speaking of math, you can try these 

next activities.



Following are a few more examples of more language arts experiences.

All of Baby Nose to Toes, by Victoria Adler, can be shared with the children when 

body parts are the topic at hand.

Tana Hoban’s Shapes, Shapes, Shapes is always a great accompaniment to an 

exploration of geometric shapes.

Also, there are many, many counting books to choose from. Among them are 

Counting Kisses by Karen Katz and Curious George Learns to Count from 1 to 100. 

for music, Raffi’s Singable Songs for the Very Young includes counting songs.



You might accompany this activity with “Stand Back,” Said the Elephant, “I’m Going to 

Sneeze!” by Patricia Thomas. Or, if you want a more scientific approach, choose Why 

I Sneeze, Shiver, Hiccup, and Yawn by Melvin Berger.



Possible books/stories include The Gigantic Turnip by Aleksei Tolstoy, “The 

Gingerbread Man” (traditional), If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffee

Numeroff, The Napping House by Audrey Wood, “The Three Bears” (traditional), and 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears by Verna Aardema.



The most important thing you can do during divergent-problem-solving experiences is 

to point out all the different responses you see. As the children begin to realize there 

are no “wrong” answers, they become more and more willing to think outside of the 

box – to take creative risks.



Bonus Activity!:

Wonders of the Sky

Talk to the children about the following:

○A twinkling star

○The shape of a star

○The sun

○A full moon

○A half moon

○A quarter moon

○A rainbow

Now ask them to show you what each would look like! Remember, there are no 

wrong answers here!




