


I wonder how many times throughout the ages a parent or teacher has said to a child, 

“You’re not listening to me!” It’s a common enough refrain that if I had a dollar for 

every time that sentence was uttered, I’d be a very rich woman indeed!

It’s not that young children can’t focus. When something is of interest to them, they 

can forget everything else exists! But sometimes what we adults have to say to them 

simply isn’t of interest. 

We can make listening interesting, however. 



In this video, we explore activities that make active listening fun and engaging for 

young children. Fingerplay Folly, for example, is great for promoting active listening. 

Because you’re using fingerplays, which children love and take great pride in 

knowing, you have a definite advantage.

This activity not only promotes active listening, it also offers all the benefits that 

fingerplays traditionally offer, including experience with rhythm, rhyme, and word 

comprehension.



Finger Frolics and Finger Frolics 2 by Liz Cromwell offers many fingerplays. There 

are also plenty of fingerplays to choose from in The Complete Books of Rhymes, 

Songs, Poems, Fingerplays, and Chants by Jackie Silberg and Pam Schiller.



And, speaking of rhythm and rhyme, here’s an activity called Rhythm and Rhyme. 

What you’ll need is a children’s poem or nursery rhyme with a fairly even rhythm, with 

rhythm sticks or instruments optional.

A great choice for this activity is “Pawpaw Patch,” which can be found in The 

Complete Book of Rhymes, Songs, Poems, Fingerplays, and Chants.



For Where’s the Sound? you’ll need a list of words that include the same letter but in 

different places. In the left column is a list of examples for the letter s .



In Which Word Doesn’t Belong? the children have to listen for words that rhyme. 

You’ll need a list of words, most of which rhyme but some that don’t! Above is a 

sample list.



You can play “The One That Doesn’t Rhyme” from Hap Palmer’s Two Little Sounds: 

Fun with Phonics and Numbers to reinforce this activity. Also, Jack Prelutsky has 

compiled more than 200 poems and rhymes in Read-Aloud Rhymes for the Very 

Young.

Listening is one of the four elements of emergent literacy, or language arts, but 

unfortunately doesn’t get as much attention – or even respect – as reading and writing 

do. Most adults assume that if a child can hear, she’s all set on listening. But there’s a 

difference between hearing and listening. Hearing just happens, as the ears perceive 

sound. Listening, on the other hand, is a chosen activity. We have to pay attention so 

that our brains can process the sounds we’re hearing as words and sentences. That 

means that good communication cannot exist without good, active listening.

With games like the ones in this video, young children will develop positive feelings 

about listening because you’re approaching it with a sense of playfulness and fun!



Bonus Activity!:

Play Me a Story

●For this activity, you’ll need to have a story with which the children are familiar and 

whose words lend themselves to instrumentation (suggestion below) and instruments 

appropriate for the story.

●Read the story once through for the children.

●One the second reading, substitute instruments for words and phrases. Ask the 

children to tell you what was happening in the story when each instrument was 

played.

●On the final reading, ask the children to demonstrate what is happening as you play 

each instrument.

●There are numerous illustrated versions of “Jack and the Beanstalk,” which are 

perfect for musical storytelling. A slide whistle might represent Jack’s climb up 

(ascent) and down (descent) the beanstalk; drums of different timbres might represent 

both Jack’s and the giant’s footsteps.
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