


As I’ve said many times in the past, we often ask children to do things for which 

they’re clearly unsuited. With transitions, for example, we want children to be quiet, 

stay still, and form a line – three things they are not yet developmentally ready to do!

In the same way, we sometimes seem to forget whom we’re dealing with when other 

situations arise.

In this video, we look at the way three common situations are usually handled, and I 

offer suggestions for how we might switch things up a bit to ensure a more peaceful 

environment.



In the first situation, you’ve handed out equipment or props to the children for an 

upcoming activity. And your expectation is that the children will stand silently, holding 

onto the props and happily awaiting your instructions. But how realistic is that? 

They’re young children…and young children are playful and inquisitive.

The solution is to allow the little ones some time to experiment with the props and 

satisfy their curiosity. If you do, the children are much more likely to be ready and 

willing to listen to you and follow your instructions.



In the second situation, you’ve asked the children to gather around. This is usually the 

case when it’s circle or story time. Your expectation is that the children will be 

absolutely delighted to gather around – because you’ve asked them to. But, being 

children, they may be in the middle of something they consider far more important 

than gathering around. In fact, being human, it’s not very realistic for everyone to be 

interested in doing the same thing at the same time.

The solution is to get started with those who are interested. I bet that most or all of the 

others will eventually join in – because young children are curious and don’t want to 

feel left out. Their curiosity and desire to belong will win out sooner or later.



Then there’s the situation where you want to group the children by twos for a game or 

activity. Some children object to their partners. Your natural inclination might be to 

scold or to try to entice them to “be nice.” This, of course, leaves the other children 

hanging around and waiting to get started. And because they’re not yet good at 

waiting, you might end up with additional behavior challenges.

The solution, as it is for the last situation, is to start without them! There’s no reason 

to spend time debating with them—and taking time away from the children who are 

ready to go—when ignoring the complaining is so much more effective. If you begin 

without the objectors, chances are very good that they’ll stop complaining and join in 

– especially if you’re doing something fun.





The overall solution, of course, is to really understand young children and their 

development. If we ask them to do things for which they are not yet developmentally 

equipped, we’re bound to have problems. But if we take into consideration their ages 

and stages – if we respect those ages and stages and love the children the way they 

are – your setting is much more likely to be a joyful and productive place!



Bonus Activity!:

Resources

●Ages and Stages by Karen Miller. You may only be able to purchase used copies on 

Amazon these days because this is an oldie. But it’s also a goody and worth tracking 

down. It offers a simple, clear account of the stages of children’s physical, intellectual, 

and emotional development. The chapters are organized by age, and each chapter 

addresses the social-emotional, gross motor, fine motor, language, and cognitive 

development of the particular age group. 

●Developmental Milestones of Young Children. This is a Redleaf “Quick Guide” helps 

readers understand the important milestones of development in children in five 

developmental domains: physical and motor, social and emotional, communication 

and language, cognitive, and approaches to learning. It’s been updated for alignment 

with state standards.
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